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be your pursuit, whatever the profession you choose,
the avenues to honourable fame are widely open to
you. The great ocean of truth lies expanded before
you. " I do not know," said Newton, at the close of his
illustrious career; " I do not know what I may appear
to the world, but to myself I seern only like a boy
playing on -the seashore, finding sometimes a brighter
pebble or a smoother shell than ordinary, while the
great ocean of truth lies all undiscovered before me."
Each advance in knowledge has served to extend it on
every side; it has served, like the telescope, to make us
familiar with objects before but imperfectly compre-
hended ; it has shown us the comparative nothingness
of human knowledge.

3.1 have said that the field for exertion is boundless ;
I have said that the avenues to distinction are free;
and that it is within your power to command an
entrance to them. I am the son of a man who founded
his own fortune, by dint of honest and laborious
exertion in those very pursuits of active industry
which are still elevating so many to affluence and to
honourable station; yet by the favour and confidence
of my sovereign, I have been called to the highest trust
which a subject can execute, that of administering the
government of this great country. I repeat, there is a
presumption amounting almost to certainty, that if any
one of you will determine to be eminent, in whatever
profession you may choose, and will act with unvary-
ing steadiness in pursuance of that determination, you
will, if health and strength be given you, infallibly
succeed.
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